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oe TO THE : a 
: Is not my intention to make an Apology for my Poem: Some: 
~ 3 [ will thinkit needs no Excufe; and others will receive none. 
The Defign, I am fure, is honeft: but he who draws his Pen for one 
Party, wnft expe to make Enemies of the other, For,Wit and Fool, 
are Confequents of Whig and Tory: And every man is a Kuave or 
an Afs to the contrary fide. There's a Treafury of Merits in the Pha- 
natick Church, as well as iz the Papilts and a Pennyworth to be 
had of Saintfoip, Honefty, and Poetry, for the Lend, the Faiow, 
aud the Blockheads : But the longeft Chapter in Deuteronomy, bas 
not Curfes enough for an Anti-Bromingham.My Cowsfort is, their ma- 
lies Prejudice to my Canfe, will render their ‘fudgment of lefs An- 
thority againft me. Tet i a Poem have aGenius, it will force its 
_ own reception inthe World. For there's a fweetnefs in good Verfe, 
which Tickles even while it Hurts: And xo man can be heartily an- 
gry with him, who pleafes hius againft bis will. The Commendation — 
of Adverfaries, is the greatef Triumph of aWriter 5 becanfeit never 
comes unlefs Extorted. But I can be fatisfied on more eaffe terms: 
If I beppex to pleafe the more Moderate fort, I fhall be fure of an ho- 
neft Party; aud, in all probability, of the beft ‘Judges : for, the leaf? 
Concern’d, are cowmmonly the leaft Corrupt. And, I confefs, [have laid 
in for thofe, by rebating the Satyre, (where Fuftice woud allow it) 
from carrying too foarp an Edge. They, who can Criticize fo weah- 
ly, as to imagine Ihave done my Worft, may be convinced, at their 
own Coft, that Ican write Severely, with more eafe, than Ican Gently, 
I have but langh’d at forme mens Follies, when Icond have declain’d 
againft their Vices : and, other mens Vertues Ihave commended, as 
freely as I have tax'd their Crimes. And now, if youare a Malicions 
Reader, Lexped you fhould return upon me, that Laffect to be thought 
more Impartial than Lam. But, if men are not ta be jude’d by their 
Profeffions, God forgive you Common-wealths-men, for profeffing 
J plaufibly for the Government. Yon cannot be fo Uncon{cionable, 
_ & tocharge me for not Subfcribing of my Name; for that woud re- 
fieE too grofly upon your own Party, who wever aare 5 though they 
have the advantage of a Fury to fecnre them. If you like not my 
Poem, the fanlt may, naftele be in itp 5. (though ‘tis hard 
| | Aa. ~ for 


To the Reader. 3 
for an Author to judge again ft himfelf; ) But, more probably, ’tis tn 
your Morals, which cannot bear the truth of it. The Violent, on both 
fides, will condemn the CharaGer-of Abfalom, os cither too favoura-_ - 
bly, or too-hardly drawn. Buty they are not the Violent, whom I de- 
fere to pleafe. The faitlty on the right hand, isto Extennate, Palliate 
and Indulge 3 andy, to confefs freely, I have endeavour’d to commit 
it. Befides the re[pet which I owe his Birth, 1 have a greater for bis 
 HeroichVertnes: and, David himfelf, coud not be more tender of 
the Young-mans Life, than I woud be of bis Reputation. But, fince 
the uoft excellent Natures are always the moft eafie; and, as being 
fuch, are the fooneft perwerted by ill Counfels, efpecially when baited 
with Fame andGlory ‘tis no morea wonder that be withftood not 
the temptations of Achitophel, than it was for Adams zot to have 
refifted the two Devils, the Serpent and theWoman. The conclufion 
of the Story, I purpofely forbore to profecute: becanfe, 1 cond not ob-' 
tain from my felf,to fhew Abfalom Unfortunate. The Frame of it, 
was cut ont, but for aPidure tothe Wafte; and, if the Dranght be 
Jo far true, tis as much as { defign’d. — 2 3 ae 
* Were I the Inventor, who am onely the Hiftorian, Ifhoud certainly’ 
conclude the Piece, with the Reconcilement of Abfalom to David. - 
And, who knows bat this may come to pafi 2? Things were not brought 
toan Extremity where I left the Story: There feems, yet, to be room 
left for aCompojure 5 hereafter, there may onely befor Pity. Ihave 
not fo much as an uncharitable Wifh again ft Achitophel 5 but,am con- 
tent to be Accus’d of a good natur'd Errours and, to hope with Ori- 
gen, thatthe Devil himfelf may, at laft, be fau'd. For whichreafon, 
in this Poem, he # neither brought to fet his Houfe ix order, nor to 
difpofe of bis Perfor afterwards, as be in Wifedom fhall think fit.: 
God ss infinitely merciful 3 and bis Vicegerent is onely not fo, becaufe 
he #s not Infinite. | cre 7 
The true end of Saryre, is the amendment of Vices by correction. 
And be who writes Honeftly, is no more an Enemy to the Offender, 
than the Phyfician tothe Patient, when he prefcribes harfh Remedics 
to an inveterate Difeafe: for thofe, are onely in order to prevent the 
Chyrurgeon’s work of anEnfe refcindendum, which I wifh not to my 
very Enemies. To conclude all, Ifthe Body Politique bave any Ana- 
logy to the Natural, in my weak judgment, an AG of Oblivion were — 
as neceffary in a Hot, Diftemper'd State, asan Opiate woud be ina 
Raging Feavour. | ee | 
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‘TO THE UNKNOWN 


AUTHOR. 


Of this | 
EXCELLENT POEM 


Akeit as Earneft of a Faith renew 'd, 
- Your Theam is vaft, your Verfe divinely inid 
-Where,tho, the Nine their beauteous ftroaks ie 3 


And the turn’d Lines on Golden Anvils beat 
Tt looks as if they {trook ‘em at a heat. 
So all Serenely Great, fo Juft, refin’d, 
Like Angels love to Humane Seed enclin’d i 
It ftartsa Giant, and exalts the Kind. > 
Tis Spiritfeen, whofe fiery Attoms roul, 
_ So brightly fierce, each Syllable’s a Soul. 
- *Tisminuture of Man, buthesallheart; ~ igh ao 
- "Tis what the World woud be, but wants the Art: 
‘To whom evn the Phanaticks Altarsraife, oo 29° 
Bow in their own defpight, and grin your. sical eo 
As if a Mil/tonfrom the dead arofe, —s. 
Fild offhis Ruft, andthe right Party chofeé. 
‘Nor, Sir,be fhock’d at what the Gloomy fay, 
‘. Turn not your feet too inward, nor too fplay. » 
Tis Gracious all, and Great : Pufh on your Theam, 
Lean 2 priev'd head on David’s Diadem. 
David that rebel Z/rae/s envy movd,. - 
David by God and all Good Men belov'd. 


The beauties of your Ad/alom excel: 
But more the Charms of Charming Annabel; 
Of Annabel, than Mays firft Morn more bright, | 
Chearful as Sammer’s Noon, and chait as Winter's Nigat. £3 
Of Annabel the Mufes deareft Theam, oe 
Of Annabel the Angel of my dream. 
Thus let a broken Eloquence attend, 


And to your umael bas thefe Shadows fend. " 6 


| 
TO JHE UNKNOWN 


ADMIRABLE POEM. — 
Thought, forgive my Sin, the boafted fire: | 
_ Of Poets Souls did long ago expire; 
Of Folly or of Madnefs did accufe — | 
~The Wretchthat thought himfelf pofleft with Mufe ; 
| Laugh’dat the God within, that did infpire 
Withmorethan humane thoughts the tuneful Quire;. 
But fure ‘tis. more than Fanfie,or theDream 
Of Rhimers flumbring by the Mufesftreaam..- 
Some livelier Spark of Heav'n and more refind — 
From Earthly drof, fillsthe great Poet's Mind, 
Witnefs thefe mighty and immortal Lines, _ 
Through each of which th informing Genius fines. — 
Scarce a diviner Flame infpurd the King, _ ae 
Of whom thy Mufedoes fablimely fing. ie ~ es 
Not David's felf could inanoblerVerfe. * 
Hisglorioufly offending Son rehearfe, : 
Tho in his Breaft the Prophet's Fury met 
The Father’s Fondnefs, and the Poet's Wit. 


Here all confent in Wonder and in Praife , 
Andtothe Unknown Poet Altars raife. | 
Which thou mutt needs accept with equal joy; 
As when Angas heard the Warsof Troy, 
Wraptup himéelf in darknefs and unfeen, - 
Extoll’d with Wonder by the Zyrza# Queen. 
Sure thou already art fecureofFame, 
Nor wanrit new Glories to exalt thy Name : _ 
What Father elfe woud have retusdtoown — 
So great a.Son as God-like A4/alon ? 


“te —— BP. ; 
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- TO THE CONCEALD | 
. Of this Incomparable — St 
POE M.. 
, Ail Heav'n-born Mufe! hail ev'ry Sacred page ! 


The Glory of our I'le.and of our. Age. 
Th’ infpiring Sun to 4/bion draws more nigh, ; 


The North at lengtliTeems with a Work to vie 

: With Homer's Flame and Virgil’s Majefty. 
While Pindus lofty Heights-our Poet fought, 

. (His ravifht Mind with vaft Zdea’s fraught) ‘ 
Our Language fail’d beneath his-rifing Thought : 
 'This- checks not his Attempt, for Zaro’s Mines , 

“~- He dreins of all their Gold t'adorn his Lines ; . } 
Through each of which the Mantuan Genius fhines.). 
The Rock obey’d the pow’rfull Hebrew Guide, 
Her flinty Breaft diffolv'd into a Tide: 7 
Thus on our ftubborn Language he prevails , 
And makes the Helicon in which he fails. 

fs The Diale&, as well as Senfe, invents, 

And, with his Poem, a new Speech prefents. 
Hail then thou matchlefs Bard, thou great Unknown, 
That give your Countrey Fame, yet fhun your own! 
In vain for ev'ry where your Praife you find, 
And not to meet it ,, you muft fhun Mankind. 
Your Loyal Theam each Loyal Reader draws, t 


And ev’n the Factious give your Verfe applaufe, 

- Whofe Lightning ftrikes to ground their Idol Caufe. 
The Caufe for whofe dear fake they drank ¢ Floud 
Of Civil.Gore, nor-fpar'd the Royal-bloud : . 

, | | The 


\ 
\ - 


The Caufe whofe growth to crufh, our Prelates wrote _ 
In vain, almeft in vain our Hero's fought. a ay 
Yet by one Stabb of your keen Satyr dies : | 
Before your Sagred Lines their Shatter'd Dagon lies: ..- 

. | ‘9 


Oh! If unworthy we.appear to know ah e +e 
The Sire, to whom this Lovely Birth we owe : | | 
(Deny’d our ready Homage'to,exprefs, 2.13 2. > 
And can at beft but thanktull be by guefs :) 

This hope remains, —-May: Davzd’s God-jke.Mind, . , 
( For him twas wrote) the Unknown Author find: > | 
And, having found, fhow’r equal Favours down oe 
On Wit fo vaft as cou’d oblige a Crown... | 
7 | | 
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N pions’ Times, ere Prielt-Craft did begin,” 
‘—f Before Polygamy wasmadea Sing - 3) - 
When Man, on mahy, moltiplid hiskind, “i. ¢° - ~~ 
Ereone to one was, curfedly, eonfirfd: 5 | 
_ When Nature prompted, and noLawden?d °° = °°. ; 
Promifcuous Ufeof Concubine and Bridegj 6 
Then, J/rael'sMonarch, after Heavens own heart, ae 
His vigorous warmth did, vartoufly, impart’ pecs hd ob 
To Wivesand Slaves: And, wide as his ommand,' > | 
Scawer'd his Maker’s-Iniage through the Land aerate ‘ = ee a 
Michal, of Royal Blood, the Crowndid wears; | 
A Soil ungrateful to the Tiller’s cares = ee ee 
| Not fothe reft ; for feveral Mothers botie 7 tee! eo aos | 
; To God-like David: feveral-Sons before: oo a i ee Dy. oe 8 y 
, But fince like Slaves. his Bed ‘they did afcend, 9° 2) 20s: 
No true Succeflion-could they Seed attend. “9° 0 
Ofall this Numerous Progeny was none , & 
_ SoBeautiful fo Brave as Aylabn -_ Le as 
7 Whether, infpir’d by fome diviner Luft, Beate 
His Father got him with a greater Guts abba Geiss, ge 
| ty : B | 


12] 

\ Or that his Contcious Deftiny made way, 

_ By-maaly. Beauty-toImperialSways- 
Early in. Semi Fields he won Renown, By | 
With Kings and States alli'd to [jrael’s Crown: 

‘In Peacethe thoughts of War he cou'd: remove; 

' And feem’s as he were only born for Love. { 

What e'rehedid, was done with fo much eafe,_ 
In himalone, ‘twas Natural to-pleafe :. 

. His motions all accom pani d with graces, 
And Paradifé wasoper’d inhis face. __ 
Withdeeice'Joy, indulgent David yiew'd 
His Yeuthtul image ‘hrkis Son. renew'd : | 
Fo-all his-wiffies Nothing liedeni’d’; — 
And madethe Charming Azaabal his ‘Bride. 
‘What faults hehad (for who from faultsis free ? ): 

His Father cou’d not, or he wou’d not fee. 7 
Some warm excefies, which the Law forbore, 

Were conftru’d Youth that purg’d by boiling ore = : 
And. Avznon’s Murther, .by.a-{pecious Name, | 
Was call'd a Juft Revenge for injur’d Fame. 
Thus Prais’d, and Lowd;, the Noble Youth remaind, - 
While David, undifturb’ dy in Sion reignd,.. ©). 

, But Life can never be fncerely bleft e's. 

_ Heav‘n punithes the bad, and ‘proves ‘thebeft.. 

The Jews, a Head-ftrong, Moody’, Murm’ring race, , 
As ever trid th extent.and ftretch.of grace 5 

God's pamper’d. People whom, debauch’d with eafe, 
No King could govern, nornoGodcouldpleafe;- se 
(Godsthey had. tri'd of every fhape and fize, 2 
‘That God-{miths co oduce, or Prieftsdevife: ) - ae 
Thefe Adas-wits, too fortunately free, 7: 
Began to dream they wanted Liberty, - 
And when.no rule, no-prefident was je | gue Y 

Of men, by. Laws lefs cucumfcribdand bound;, = = i - 
Fhey. led their wild: defires to, Woods and Caves Be wie oe Oe 
And thought that all but Savages were Slaves. ee eee 
Fhey who, when Sax! was.dea without a blow, , Okay BEF 
Made foolith [/bbofbeth the Crownforegos.. . 26) 
Who banifht David did-from, Hebron bring, - : ae 
And, with a General fhour, prosdsimd him Bing. $., = : | 

hofe 


te 


4 C3] 
Thofe very ews, who, at their very belt, 
Their Humour more than Loyalty ex 

Now, wondred why, fo long, they ee 

An Idol-Monarch which theirhindshad made : - 

Thought they might ruine him they cou'd create; 

Or melt him to that Golden Calf, a State. | 

But thefé were random Bolts : No form’d Defign, 

Nor Intereft made the Fatious Croud to joyn: | 

The fober part of Ifrael, freefrom ftain, - °° 

Well knew the value of'a peaceful Raign : 

And, looking backward with a wife afright, 

Saw Seams of wounds, difhoneft to the fight: 


In contemplation of whofe ugly Scars, . a ; 


_ They curft the memory of Civil Wars.. 


' '- "The moderate fort of Men, thus qualifi'd, 


Inclin'd the Ballancetothebetter fide: 
And, David's mildnefs manag’d it fo well, 


Thebad found no occafion'to Rebel. ' a. : 7 


But, when to Sin our byaft Nature leans, © a 
_ The careful Devil is ftill at hand with means 5 , 
And providently Pimps for ill defires : : 
The Good Old Caufe.reviv'd, a Plot requires. 
Plots, true or falfe, areneceffary things, ~ . 


To raifeup Common-wealths, and ruine Kings, 


Th’ Inhabitants ofold Fernfalem 

-Were ‘Febufites: the Town fo call'd from them 5 
And their’s the Native right —— 

But when the chofen People grew more {trong, . 
The rightful caufe at length became the wrong: 

. And every lofsthe men of Jebus bore, . 


They {till were thought God’s enemies the more. | 


Thus, worn and weaken’d, well or ill content, 
Submit they muftto David’sGovernment: | 
Impoverifh’t and depriv’d of all Command, 
Their Taxes doubled as they loft their Lands _ .. 
And, what was harder yet to flefh and blood, 


Their Gods difgrac’d, and burnt like common Wood. 


This fet the Heathen Priefthood in a flame ; 
For Priefts of all Religions are-the fame: . 
B 2 
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C a 7 
Of whatfoe'r defeent their Godhead be, == si titi - 
Stock, Stone, or other homely Pedigree, . is .& & #2 
In his ‘defence his Servants are as bold, 
Asifhe had been botn of beaten Gold. OB 
The Fewifh Rabbins though their Enemies, ari 
In this conclude them honeft men and wife : 7 a 
_ For ’twastheir daty, all the Learned think, 
T’efpoufe his Caufeby whom they eat and itt, 
From hence began that Plot, the Nations Gurle, 
Bad in it felf,but reprefented worfe. 
Raisd in extremes, andin extremes-decr’d; 
With Oaths affirm’d, with dying Vows denitd.. 
Not weigh’d, or winnow'd by the Multinude’s.;. a 
But fwallow’d in the Mafs, unchewidandrcrade., bg 
Some Truth there was, but dathd and brew’d: with Lies % as 5 
To pleafe the Fools, and puzzle all the Wife. . rs 
Succeeding Times did equal Folly: Cay ek ee eS 
Believing nothing, or believing all. Bee eee 
Th’ Egyptian Rites the Jelupites joo ee Toe ee 
Where Gods were reconrmenided by their tite, aa 
Such fav'ry Deities muft needs be gh Se ie 
As ferv'd at once for Worfhtp and for F obd. 
By force they could not Introduce thefe- Godss: | 
For Tento One, in former.days was odds,-  ~.,-- 
So Fraud was usd, (the Sacrificers Trade,) 
Fools are more hard to Conquer than Perf: ade, . oS ae 
Their bufie Teachers ede withthe Fewss - 
And rak’d, for Converts, even theCourt and Stews: | 
Which Hebrew Priefts the more wokindly took, 
Becaule the Fleece accompantes the Flock, ~ 
Some thought they God's Anotnted meant to flay” 
By Guns, invented fince full many a day : 
Our Author {wearsit not 5 but who can know 
How far the Devil and {ites coay go? sa 
This Plot, which fail'd for want of common Sente, 
Had yet adeepand dangerous Conféquence : 
’ For, as when raging Fevers boil the Blood, 
The ftanding Lake {oon floatsinto a F loud: 5 
_ And ev’ry boftile Humour, which before — 


Slept quiet in its Channels, bi. Dbles-o’re ; 4 
| So, 


ee 


| s ESS: 2. 
So, feveral Fa@ions from this firft Ferment, __- 
. Work upto Foam, and thieat-thé Government. = 
Some by their Friends, more by themfelves thought wife, 
Oppos'd the Pow’r, to which they tould not rife. _ 
Some had in Courts been Great, and thrown from thence, 
Like Fiends, were harden’d in Impenitence. | 
Some, by their Monarchs fatal mercy grown, 
From Pardon’d Rebels, Kinfmen to a Throne 5 
Were raisin Pow’r and publick Office high s 
Strong Bands, if Bands ungrateful men cowd tie. 
Of thefe the falfe Arhitophel was firkt : 
A Name to all fucceeding Ages curft. _ ~ 
For clofe Defigns, and crooked Counfelsfits . - 
Sagacious, Bold, and Turbulent of wit : . 
~ Reftlefs, unfixt in Principlés.and Place; 
In Pow’r unpleasd, inipatient of Difgrace. 
A fiery Soul, which working out its way, 
Fretted the Pigmy-Body to decay : 
And o’r inform’d the Tenement of Clay. 
A daring Pilot in extremity 5 i ; 
Pleas'd with the Danger, when the Waves went high ~ 
He fought the Storms ; but for a Calm unfit, | 
Would Steer too-nigh the Sands, to boaft his Wit. 
Great Wits arefure to Madneés near allitd;. 
And thin Partitions do their Boundsdividé: = - str 
Elfe, why fhould he, with Wealth and Honour bleft,, 
Recfufe his Age the needful hoursofReft2 _ . 
Punifh a Body which hecou'd not pleafes 
Bankrupt of Life, yet Prodigalof Eafe? = 
And all to leave, _ with his Toil he won, 
To that unfeather'd, two-lege'd thing, a Son:. 
Gor, while his Soul did huddled Notions try 5 
And born a fhapelets Lump, hke Anarchy. 
In Friendfhip faife,-implacable in Hate :. 
Refolv'd to Ruined or to Rule the State. | 
To Compafs this, the Triple Bond. hebreke 5) 
The Pillars of the Publick Safety fhook.s. ‘ 
And fitted Ifrael fora Foreign Yoke. _ : 
Then, feiz'd with Fear, yet {till affecting Fame, 
Ufurp'd a Patriot's All-attoning Name. 


C6) 


So eafie ftillit proves inFatious Times, 


With publick Zeal to cancel private Crimes: oo ‘ —— 


How fafe is Treafon, and how facred ll, 


Where none can fin againft the Peoples, Will> | * a : “ 
‘Where Crouds can wink 3 and no offence be known, |: > - 


‘Since in anothers guilt they find their own. | 
Yet, Fame deferv’d, no Enemy cangrudge 3 
‘The State{man we abhor, but praife the Judge. 
In Ifraels Courtsne’refat an Abbethdin © 


‘Wich more difcerning Eyes, or Hands more clean: _ 7 


Unbrib’d, unfought, the Wretched to redrefs 5 
Swift of Difpatch, andeafie of Accefs, - 
.Oh, had he beef content to ferve theCrown, 
With Vertues only proper to the Gown; ~  ° 


Or, had the ranknefsof the Soil been freed. ©. . 


From Cockle, that oppreft the Noble Seed : 

_ David, tor him his tuneful Harp had ftrung, 

And Heav’n had wanted one Immortal Song. 

~ But wild Ambition loves to flide, not ftand 3 - 
‘And Fortunes Ice prefers to Vertues Land: 

Achitophel, grown weary to poflefS 

A lawful Fame, and lazy Happine&S; 

_.Di(dain’d the Golden Fruit togather free, 

And lent the Croud his Arm to thake the Tree. 

Now, manifeft of Crimes, contriv’d long fince, 

_ He ftood at bold Defiance with his Prince: 

_ Held up the Buckler ofthe Peoples Caufe, 
Again{t the Crown 5 and fculk’d behind the Laws. 

_ The with’d occafion of the Plot hetakes; : 
‘Some Circumf{tances finds, but more he makes. 

By buzzing Emiflaries, fills the ears _ 

Of liftning Crouds, with Jealoufies and Fears 

Of Arbitrary Counfels brought to light, 

-And proves the King himfelf'a Febzfite. 

Weak Arguments! which yet he knew full well, 

Were {trong with People eafie to Rebel. 

For, govern'd by the Mooz, the giddy Fews 


Tread the fame Track when fhethe Prime renews:  ° 


And oncein twenty Years, their Scribes Record, 
By natural Inftinét they change their Lord. © 


Achitophel 


a ne on 
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Achitophel fill want$.a Chief and none 
_ Was found fo fit as War-hke Abjélon: 
Not, that he with’d bis Greatnels to create, 
= NG or Pohtitians neither love-nor hate:) ~ 

ut, for he knew, his Title not allow’d, 


Would keep him ftill depending on the Croud: 


‘That Kingly pow’, thus &bbing out, might be 

Drawn to the Dregsofa Demoaracie. 

Him he attempts, with {tudied: Arts to pleafe, - 
And fheds his Venome, in fuch words asthefe. ‘ 


Aufpicious Prince! at whofe Nativity ~_ 
Some Royal Planet rul'd the Southern Sky; 
Thy longing Countries Darling and Defire 5° 
Their cloudy Pillar, and their guardian Fire: 
Their fecond Mofés,whofeextended Wand © 

Divides the Seas, and fhewsthe promis’d Land :: 
Whofe dawning Day, in every diftant Age, 

Has exercis’d the Sacred Prophets rage: 
The Peoples Pray’r, the glad Diviner’s Theam, 


The Young mens Vifion, and the Old mens Dream ! | 
. Thee, Seviour, Thee, the Nations VowsconfeS;: - a 


And, never fatisfi’d with feemg, blefs- - 


Swift, unbefpoken Pomps, thy ftepsproclaim,. 9 = 
And ftammering Babesare taught to lifp thy Name. - | 


How long wilt thou the general joy ‘detain 5 - 
Starve, and defraudthe People o 
Content inglorioufly to paféthy-days.'  -’ 


Like one of Vertues Fools that Feeds'on Praifé 5: 


Till thy freth Glories, which now thine fo bright, , 
Grow Stale and Tarnifh with our.dayly a a 
Believe me, Royal Youth, thy Fruit. mult be, 
Or gather’d Ripe; or rét-upon the.Tree. . 


Heav’n, has to alkallotted; Oon orlate, © = 2 


Some lucky Revolution:of their Fate:: 


Whofe Motions, if we watch and guide with SkiH,,. | 
‘(For humane Good depends on humane-Will,) ~~ 

Our Fortune rolls-as.from afmooth Defcent,, °° | * 
And, fromthe firft Impreffion,takesthe Bent: 6-9) 1. 


thyReign?: 


-” 
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But, if unfeiz’d, the aie rey! away. Bike with; = 
_ And leaves repenting Fo ae 
Now, now (fhe meets a clo a “ee prize, 
And {preads her Locks before her as fheflies. . 
Had thus Old David, from whofe Loins you {pring, 
Notdar’d, when Fortune call'd him, to be fing; | 
At Gath an Exile he might fil remain; | 

And Heavens Anointing Oil had been in, vain. - 
Let his fuccefsful Youth your hopes engage 5, 

But fhun th’example af Declining Age: 

Behold him fetting in his Weltern Skies, 

The fhadows lengthning as the Vapours riff. . 


The joyful People thron 


- He is not now, as when on Jordan's Sap a ‘. , Be 


Cov'ring the Beech,. and Mackaingal all am Strand 
But, like the Prince of Angels from hishegght, = 
Comes tumbling downward with diminifh’d ight: 
Betray’d by one poor.Plot to publick Scorn: 
(Our only bleffing fince his curft Return: 24 

Thofe heaps of People which one Sheafc id bind, 
Blown off, and fcatter'd by a puff of Wind, } 
What ftrength can he to your Defigns oppo 
‘Naked of Friends, and round befet. ain) Foes? 

If Pharoah’s doubtful Succour he thonld.ufe, 

A Foreign Aid woyd more incenfe the jews: 


Proud Egypt wou'd diflembled Friendthip bring s a 


Foment the War, but-not fapport, the. rea | 
Nor wou'd the Royal Party ere unite : 
With Pharoah’s Arms, tafiut the Febufites, oy 
Or if they fhou'd, their Intereft {oon wou'd eae 
And, with fuch odious Aid, makeDuvid, wea 
~All forts of meh, by, my Arts, tes 
Abhorring Kings, eftrange > their altex’d. Hearts. on a 
From David's ule: peat tis the general Crys, 


Religion, Common- wealth, and. Liberty. ere a. | 


ff you, as Champion of the Publick Good, 

Add to their Armsa Chief of Royal Bloods — 
What may not Jfreel-hope, and what Applaufe 
— fucka General gan by fuchaCanfee ; 
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Not barren Praife alone, that Gaudy Flow’r, _ 

Fair only to the fight; but folid Pow’r : 

And Nobler is a limited Command, —>—- 

Giv’n by the Love of all your Native Land, 

Than a Succeffive Title; Long and Dark,. . * | 
Drawn from the Mouldy Rolls of Noah?s Ark, ° 


- What cannot Praife effe@ in Mighty Minds, . °- 
When Flattery Sooths, and when Ambition Blinds! 
Defire of Pow’r, onEartha Vitidus Weed, == ss — 
Yet, {prung from High, is of CeleftialSeed: «© 2 i: 
In God ’tis. Glory : And.when Men Afpire, “°° °° - | 
’Tis buta Spark too much of Heavenly Fire... - 
Th’ Ambitious Youth, too Covetous of Fame, 
Too full of Angels Metal in his Frame ; | | 
Unwarily was led from Vertues ways; ..- ss 
_ Made Drunk with Honour, .and debauch’d with Praife. -: 
Half loath, and half confenting tothe Ill, yo aes 
(For Royal Blood within him ftruggled ftill) _ 
He thus Repli’?d.—-And what Pretence have I 
To take up Arms for Publick Liberty ? | 
My Father Governs with unqueftion’d Right: | 
The Faiths Defender, and Mankinds:Delight:. -* 


Good, Gracious, Juft, obftrvant of the Laws;'. . .--' 


And Heav’n by Wonders has efpous’d his Caufe. 
Whom has he Wrong’d in al! his Peaceful Reign ? 
Who fues for Juftice to his Throne in Vain? | 
What Millions has he pardon’d of his Foes, . 
Whom Juft Revenge did to his Wrath expofe? — 
Mild, Eafie, Humble, Studious of our Good’; - — 


_ Enclin’d to Mercy, and averfe from Blood. 


If Mildnefs I] with Stubborn I/rae/ Suit, | 

His Crime.isGod’s beloved Attribute. : . 
What could he gain, his People to Betray, + + * 
Or change his Right, for peroc Sway? 
Let Haughty Pharaoh Curfe with fuch a Reign, 

His Fruitful Nile, and Yoak.a Servile.Train. ° 
It Davids Rule Ferufalens Difpleafe, | 
Thé Dog-/tar heats their Brains Me this Difeafe. 
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Why then fhouldI, Encouraging the Bad, 
TurnfRebel, and run:Popilarly Mad ? 
Were he a Tyrant who, by Lawlefs Might, 
Oppreft the Fews, and rais’d the Febufite, 
Well might I Mourn; but Natures holy Bands 
Woud Curb my Spirits, and reftrain my Hands : 
The People might affert their Liberty ;. | | 
But what was Right inthem, wereCrimeinme. — . 
His Favour leaves me nothing to require ; * 
Prevents my. Withes, and out-runsDefire; —- a 
What more can I expe& while David lives ? 
All but his ingly Diadem he gives : an | 
And that: But there he paus’d ; then Sighing, faid, 
Is Juftly deftin'd tora Worthier Head. 2° 
For when my Father from his Toyls fhall Reft, ~ 
And late Augment the Number of the Bleft: 
His Lawful Iffue fhall the Throne afcend; ae = 
Or the Colathvul’Line where that fhallend., ees 
His Brother, though Oppreft with Vulgar Spight,’ 
Yet Dauntlefs and Secure of Native Right, «— — 
..Of every Royal Vertue ftands poffett ; 
Still dear to all the Braveft, and theBeft. 3 
His Courage Foes, ‘his Friends his Truth Proclaim; | 
‘His Loyalty the King, the World his Fame. _ 2 
His Mercy ev’n th’ Offending Croud will find ; | 
For fure he comes of a Forgiving Kind. _ 7 
Why fhould I then Repine at Heavens Decree; 
Which gives me no Preténce to Royalty ?: 
Yet oh that Fate, Propitioufly Inclin’d, 
Had rais’d my birth, or had debas’d my Mind; 
To my large Soul, not all her Freafure lent, 
. And then betrai’d itt to a mean Difcent. 
‘Tfind, I find my mounting Spirits Bold, . 
And David's Part dHidains my Mothers Mold. 
Why am fcanted by a Niggard-Birth? 
My Soul difclaims the Kindred of her Earth : 
And made for Empire, Whifpers, me within 5 - 
Defire of Greatnefs is.a God-like Sux | 


Him ° 
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Him Staggering fo when Hels dire Agent found, 


While fainting Vertue {carce maintain’d her Ground, 


He pours frefh Forces in, and thus Replies : 

_ Th’ Eterndi God, Supreamly Good and Wife, 

Imparts not thefe Prodigious Gifts in vain ; 

What Wonders are Referv'd to blefS your Reign ? 

-Againft your will your Arguments have fhown, . 
Such Vertue’s only givento guidea Throne. 

Not chat your Father’ Mildnefs I contemn ; 

But manly Force becomes the Diadem. 

-’Tis true, he grants the People allthey crave; _ 

And more perhaps than Sabjééts ought to have :. 

For Lavifh Grants fuppofe a Monarch tame, | 

And more his goodnelfs than his Wit proclaim. 


° 


But when fhould People ftrive their Bonds to break, : 


If not when Kings are Negligent or Weak ? 

Let him give on tillhe can giveno more, . _ 
The thrifty Sanhedrin fhall keep him poor: . -: 
- And every Sheckle which he can receive, 
Shall coft a Limb of his Prerogative. — 


To:ply him with new Plots, fhall be my care pe : | 


Or plunge him deep in fome Expenfive War ; — 
Which when his Treafure can no more fupply, . 
He muft, with the Remains of Kingfhip,buy 
His faithful Friends, our Jealoufies and Fears, - 
Call Jebsfites ; and Pharaoh's Penfioners :. 


Whom, when our Fury from his Aidhastorn, . ~~ 


He fhall be nakeddeft ta publick Scorn. 


The next Succeffor,-whomI fearandhate, _ 


My Arts have made obnoxious tothe Sfate ; » 
Turn’d all his Vertuesto his Overthrow, 

And gain’d our Elders to pronounce a Foe. 

His Right, for Sums of neceflary Gold, | , 
Shall firft be Pawn’d, and afterwards be Sold: 
Til time fhall Ever-wanting David draw, 

‘ To pafs your doubtful Title intoLaw :. — 

Iv not ; the Pcople havea Right Supreme . 


To make their Kings ; fer Kings are made forthem. ' 


All Empire is no more than Pow’r.in Truft : 
VVhich when refum’d, can be no longer Juft. 
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Succeffion, for the general Good a a 
Tn its own Wrong a Nation cannot bind : _ 
Jfalrering that, the People can relieve, 
Better one fuffer; than a Nation grieve. . 
‘The Fews well know their pow’r: e’r Sav/ they chofe, 

God was thejr King, and God they durft Depofe. 
Urge now your Piety, your Filial Name,. - 
A Father’s Right, and Fear of future Fame, . 
The Publick Good, that Univerfal Call, 
To which even Heavw’n fubmitted, anfwers all. 
Nor Jet his Love Enchant your generous Mind, | 
’Tis. Natures trickto propagate her Kind. = . 
Our fond Begetters, Who would nevefdie, - 7 
Love but themfelves in their Pofterity.. 
Or let his KindnefS by th? Effects be tri’d, 
Or let him lay his vain Pretence afide. 
God faid he lov’d your Father ; could he bring: 
A better Proof, x ie to Anoint hinyKing? - | 
It furely fhew’d he lov’d thd Shepherd well, | 
Who gave fo fair a'Flock as Jfraed, - : ad 
Woud David have you thought his Darling Son ?: 
What means hé then, to Alienate the Crown? © 
The name of Godly he may blufh to bear: - 
’Tis after Gods own heart:to Cheat his Heir. — 
He to his Brother gives Supreme Command ;. 
To youa Legacy of Barren Land: | : 
Perhaps th’ old Harp on which he thrums his Lays: - 
Or fome dull Heérew Ballad in your Praife. ° : 
Then the next Heir, a Prince, Severe and Wile. 
Already looks on you'with Jealous Eyes; ° © 
Sees through the thin Difguifes of your Arts, 
. And markes your Progrefs in the Peoples Hearts. . 
Though now his ps Soul its Grief contains 5 
He meditates Revenge wlio leaft complains. * 
And like a Lion, Slumbring in'the way, ° 
Or Sleep diflembling, while he waits his Prey, 
His fearlefs Foes within his Diftance draws; 
Conttrains his Roaring, and-Contraéts his Paws: — 
Till.at the laft, his time for Fury faund, 

He fhoots with fudden Vengeance from the Ground 
| ve ale 
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The -Proftrate Vulgar, paffes o’r, and Spares ; 
But with a Lordly Rage; his Hunters tears. 
Your Cafe no tame Expedients willafford : . 
Refolve on Death, or Conqueft by the Sword, 
Which for no lefs a Stake: than Life, you Draw ; 
And Self-defence is Natures Eldeft Law. 
Leave the warm People no Confidering time : 
For then Rebellion may-be thought a Crime. 
~ Prevail your felfof what Occafion gives, = 
But trie your Title while your Father lives : - 
And that your Arms may havea fair Pretence, 
Proclaim, you take them in the King’s Defence : . 
Whofe Sacred Life each minute would Expafe, - 


To Plots, from feeming Friends, ahd fecret Foes... 


And who can found the depth of Davids Soul? 
Perhaps his fear, .his kindnefs may Controul. 
He fears his Brother, though:he loves-his Son, 
For plighted Vows too late to be undone. 

Iffo, by. Force hé-wilhes tobe gain’d : . 
Like Womens Leachery, to feem Conftrain’d : © 


Doubt not-: but when he moft affeéts the Frowa.: | 


Commit:a pleafing Rape ypon the Crown. 
Secure his Perfon to fecure your Caufe $ 


They who poffefs the Prince, poflefs the Laws. © 


He faid, And this Advice above the reft, . 
With Ab/alom’s Mild Natre fuitedbeft; 
_ Unblam’d of Life, (Ambition fet afide,). - 


Not ftain’d with Cruelty, nor puft with Pride. 


How happy "hadhe been, if-Deftiny 


* ’ 


Had higher plac’d his Birth, or not fohight: «+. 
_ His-Kingly Vertues might have claim’d a Throne ; - 
- And bleftall other Countries but his own.: >” 


But charming GreatnefS, . fince fo few refuife ; 
’Tis Jufter toLament him, than Accufe: 
Stroke were his hopesaRivaltoremove, 9° 
With Blandifhments to gain-the publick Love; | 
To head the Fa€tion while their Zeal was hot, 
And Popularly profecute the Plot. 
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To farther this, Achitophel Unites © : 
The Malecontents of all the I/raeliies + . , te a, 8 
Whofe differing Parties he.could wifél Joyn, 
For feveral Ends. to ferve the fame Defign, on 

The Beft, and of the Princes fome were fuch, . 
“Who thought the pow’r of Monarchy too much: * 

_ Miftaken Men, and Patriots in-their Hearts; 6°. ss 
Not Wicked, butJleduc’d by Impious Arts, 0 ss 


By thefe the Springs of Property werebeht, 62,0 00f oJ: 
} 


And wound fo high, chey Crack’d the Government, |.’ 
The next for Intereft fought t’ embroil the State, 
To fell their Duty.atadearerrate; °- 


And make their ‘few#h Markets of the Throne; 9s. 


Pretending Publick: Good) to-ferve their own:! : | 

Others thought Kings an ufelefs heav: Load,.: - 3 
Who Coft too much, and did tog little Good: . 

Thefe were for laying Heneft Dayid by, - . 

On Principles of pure good Husbandry... - a ee 
With them joyn’d all the Haranguers of thie Throng, = | 
That thought to pec Preieemant lp the Tongue. | 

Who follow next, a double danger bring, ~ - 


Not enly hating David, but the ee 7 7 er 
LO 9 yo 


The Sol/yw ean Rout ; well Vers’d 0 Ie ee? 
In Godly Fa€tion, and ‘in Treafon beld; ; . | 
Cowring and Quaking at a Conqu’ror’s Sword, 
But Lofty to a Lawful Prince Reftor’d fae. 
Saw ak Difdainan Erhnick Plog begun, |.” 
And Scorn’d by Febufites to be Out-done, 

Hot Levites Headed thefe ; whe pulld before 


From th’ Ark, which in the Judges days they bore, . 

Refum’d their Cant, and‘with a Zealoug Cris; 4 

Purfu’d their old belov’d Theocracie.. 

Where Sanhedrin and Prieft enflav’d the Nation, . 

And juftit’d their Spoils. by In{piration : | 

For who fo fit for Reign as Aaron’s Race, 

Ifonce Dominion they.could found in Grace? 

_ Thefe led the Pack ; though-not of fureft {cent, 

Yet deépeft mouth’d againft the Government. 

A numerous Hoft of dreaming Saints fucceed ; 
Qfthe true Enthufiaftick Breed : 


~~ 


’Gainft | 
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’Gainft Form and pre kere | their Pow’r imploy- 22 


Nothing to Build, and all t 
But far more numerous was the Herd of fuch, . .” 
Who think too little,and who talk too much. 


t 


‘I hefe, out of meer inftin&t, they knew not why,- - 


Ador’d their Father’s Ged, and Property : 

And, by the fame blind Benefit of Fate, | 

.The Devil and the febufite did haté : - 28 
_ Born to be fav’d,even in their own defpight ; — 
Becaufe they could not help believing right. 

Such were the Tools; buta whole Hydra more - 
Remains, of {prouting, heads too long to fcore. — 


Some of their Chiefs were PrincesoftheLand: -.. 


In the firft Rank of thefe did Zsmri {tand : 

A man fo various, that he feem’dto be © 

Not one, but all Mankind’s Epitome. - 

_Suffin Opinions, alwaysinthewrong; , 
Was Every thing by ftarts, and Nothing long:; ' 

But, inthe courte of one revolving Moon, 

Was Chymift, Fidler, States-Man, and Buffoon : 
Then all for Women, Painting, Rhiming, Drinking ; 

Befides ten thoufand Freaks,that dy’dintlitnking, 

Bleft Madam, who coud every hour employ, ~":.. 

With fomething New to wilh, orto enjoy! _ 

Railing and praifing were his ufual Theams ; 


e - 


‘So over Violent, or over Civil, - 


And both (to fhew his. Judgment).in Extreams:. - . | 


HA Ee op, Bt ig OG “ae ie 
That every Man, with him, was God or Devik. '. 


In {quandring Wealth washis.peculiar Ast y : 
Nothing went unrewarded, -bue Defert. § 


Begger’d by Fools, whom ftillhe found too late: 


He had his Jeft, andthey lad. his Eftate.. -- 


4 


ings to Deftroy.. .. © | a _ 


ere 
Pl cede, So 


He laugh’d himfelf from Cayrt;. then fought Relief, - * _ 


By forming Parties, but couldne’r be Chief: 
For, {pight of him, the weight of Bufinefs fell. 


On Abfalom and wile Achitepbel > - 


Thus, wicked but in WiH, of Means bereft, : : 


He left not. Fa€tion, but of chat was.left. ~ 
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Titles and Nasnes.’twere.tedious to rehearfe 
Of Lords, below thedignityof Verfeae 
Wits, Warriers, Commoniwealths-men, werethe beft : 
Kind Husbands and.meer Nobles allthereft. = * - 
And, therefore inthe name of Dulnefs, be 
The well-hung Balaawandcold Caké trees. 
And Canting Vadab let Oblivion damn, 7s tie. 
_ Who made new Porridge forthe PafchalLamb. = |! 
_ Let Friendfhips holy Band forne Names affure : 7 
- Some their own Worth, and fome let Scorn fecure. 
Nor fhall the Rafcal Rabble:‘here have,Place, 
Whom Kings no Titles gave, and GodnoGrace: 
Not Bull-fac’d Yox«s, who coud Statutes draw 
To mean Rebellion, and make Treafon Law. 
But he, though bad, isfollowedby aworfe, = 
The Wretch, who Heav'ns Anointed dar’d to Curfe. | 
Shimei, whofe Youth did early Promife bring - 
Of Zeal to God, ‘and Hatred tohis King ; 7 
Did wifely from Expenfive Sins refrain, + 
_ And never broke the Sabbath, but for Gain: 
Nor ever was he known.an Oath to vent, 
Or Curfe, unlefs againftthe Government. 
Thus, heaping Weatth,. by the moft ready way 
_ Among the Fews, whicli was to Cheat and Pray ; 


_ . The City, to reward ‘this pious Hate » 


Againft his Mafter, chofe him Magiftrate : — 

His Hand a Vare of Jufticedid uphold; 

His Neck was loaden with a Chain of-Gold. a ey 

_ During his Office, FreafGn.was no Crithe. ee 
The Sons of Bel/ialhad a Glorious'Time: ~ | a 

For Shimei, though not prodigal of pelf; _ 

Yet lov’d his wicked'Neighbour as himfelf: | 
When two orthreewere gather’dto declaim ) 

Againft the Monarch of Ffernfalem, >> > _ 

Shimei was always.in the midft of them. ° 

And, ifthey Curft the King when hewasby, 

Would rather Curfe, than, break good Company. 

If any durft his Faétious Frtends aceufé, -- - | 
He pact a Jury of diffenting ‘fens : : | 

eee | Whale . 
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Whofe fellow-feeling, in the godly Caufo, 


Woud free the fuffring Saint from Humane Laws: 


For Laws are onely made to Punifh thofe 
Whoferve the King, andto proteé& his Foes. 
If any leifure fay had from Pow’r, 
(Becaufe ’tis Sinto mif-imploy an hour ;) 
His bus’nefs was, by Writing, to perfuade, 


~ 


That Kings were Ufelefs, and a Clog to Trade . ee 7 7 


_ And, that hisnoble Stile he might refine, 
No Rechabite more fhund the fumes of ‘Wine. 


Chafte were his Cellars ; and-his Shrieval Board - a : ; 


_ The Grofsnefs of a City Feaft abhor’d: _ 


His Cooks, with long difafe, their Trade forgot; = 
Cool was his Kitchin, though his Brains were hot. ~~ 


Such frugal Vertue Malice may accufe;- 
But fure ‘twas neceflary tothe Fews :° 


For Towns once burnt, fuch“Magiftrates require ’ 


As dare not tempt Gods Providence by Fire. 
With Spiritual Food he fed his Servants well, 
But free from Flefh, that made the Fews rebel: 
And Mofes’s Laws he held in more account, 
For “i days of Fafting in the Mount. 

To fpeak the reft, who better areforgot, — 


Would tire a well-breath’d WitnefS of the Plot : : 7 


Yet, Corah, thou fhalt from Oblivion pafs; 
Frect thy felf thou Monumental Brafs: © ° ‘ 
' Highas the Serpent of thy Metal made, = —s_. 
While Nations and fecure beneath thy fhade. 
What tho his Birth were bafe, yet Comets rife ' 
From Earthy Vapours er they fhine in Skies, - 
Prodigious Actians may as well be done -. * ° 
By Weaver's iffue, as by Prince's Son, 
This Arch-Atteftor for the Publick Good, — | 
By that one Deed Enobles all his Bloud. ° ~~ 
Whoever ask’d the Witnefles high race, 


Whofe Oath with Martyrdom did Stepbew grace?’ 


Ours was a Levite, and astimes went then, 
His Tribe were God-almighties Gentlemen. 


Sunk were his Eyes, his Voice was harfh and loud, 


Sure figns he neither Cholerick was, nor Proud: 
| D 
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His long Chin prov'd his Wit; his Saint-like Grac 
A Church Vermillion, and.a Mo/es’s Face. - 
His Memory miraculoufly. great, ee 
Coud Plots, exceeding mags belief, repeats 
Which, therefore cannot be accounted Lies, 
For humane Wit coud never fuch devife. 
Some future Truths are mingled in his Book; —- 
But, where the Witnefs fail'd, the Prophet {poke : 
Some things likeVifionary flights‘appear; = -. 
The Spirit caught him up,the Lord’ knows where : 
And gave him his, Rabinical degree , a 
Unknown to Foreign Univerfity. | 
His Judgment yet his Mem’ry did-excel; . -- 
Which piec’d his wondrous Evidence fo welle 
' And fuited tothe temper of the-Fimes ; 
Then groaning under Febufisick Crimes. 
Let I/raels Foes fufpect his Heav'nly call, 
And rafhly judgehisWrit Apocryphal:  _~ 
Our Laws for fuch affronts have Forfeits made : 
He takes his Life, whotakes away his Trade. 
Were I my felf in Witnefs Corah’s place, - 
The Wretch who did me fuch a dire difgrace, .. © 
Shoud whet my memory, though once forgot, 
Tomake him an Appendix ofmy Plot. 
His Zeal to Heav'n, made him his Prince defpife, © 
And load his Perfon withindignities: --  - 
But Zeal peculiar privilege affords; ee 
Indulging latitudeto Deeds andWords:. 
And Corah might for Agag’s Murther call: 
In termsas courfeasSamuclusd to Saul. 
What others in his Evidence did join, _ 
(The beft that coud be had for loveorcoin,) — 
In Corab’s own predicament will fall : / 
For Witne/s isaCommon Nameto‘all.- 


Surrounded thus with Friends of every fort, 
Deluded 44falom, forfakes the Court :.. 3 
Impatient of high hopes, urg’d with Renown, 
And Fird with sear poflefiion of a-Crown: | 


Th'ad- 
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Th’admiring Croud are dazled with furprize, - | | 


And on his goodly rfon feed their Eyes : 
His joy conceald, fe Ses himfelf to thow ; 
On each fide bowing popularly low: - | 
His looks, his geftures, and his words he frames, 


And with familiar eafe repeats their. Names: 


Thus form’d by Nature, furnifh’d out with Arts, | 


He glides unfelt into their fecret hearts ; 
Then, witha kind compaffionating, look,. 
And fighs, befpeaking pity e're he fpoke: 
Few words he faid; but eafie thofe and ‘fit : 


_ More flow than Hybla drops, and far more fweet. | 


I mourn, my Country-men, your loft Eftate ; 
Though far unable to prevent your Fate: 
Behold a banifh’d maa, for your dear Caufe 
ExposdaPreyto Arbitrary Laws! 

Yet oh! that I alone coud be undone, - 

Cut off from Empire,andno morea Son ! -. 
Now all your Liberties a Spoilare made;) . -~ 
re and Zyrus intercept your Trade, : a 
And febufites your Sacred Rites invade. J). 
My Father, whom with Reverence yet Iname, 
Charm‘d into Eafe, is carelefsofhisFame: _ 
Andbrib’d with petty fums.of Foreign Gold, | 
"Ts grown in Bathfheba’sEmbracesold: . - 
Exalts his Enemies, his Friends deftroys:-..- 
And all his pow’r againft himfelf imploys.- - 

He gives, and let him give my right away: 


But why fhould he his own, and yoursbetray ? : 


He onely, he can make the Nation bleed, © 
And healone from my revenge is freed. 


Takethen my tears (with that he wipd his Eyes). 


Tis all the Aidmy prefent pow’r fupplies : 

No Court-Informer can thefe Arms accufe; 
Thefe Arms may Sons againft their Fathers ufe ; 
And, tis my wihh, the next Succeffor's Reign . 
May make no other //rae/ite complain. - 


D2 r ee s : 
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Youth, Beauty, Graceful Action, feldomfail:,. 

But Common Intereft always will prevail: 
And pity never Ceafes to be fhown et 
To him, who makes the Peoples wrongs his own. 
The Croud, (that fill believe their Kings opprefs,) 
With lifted hands their young Meflahblefs: 
Who now begins his Progrefs to ordain; | 
With Chariots, Horfemen, .andanum’rous train: 
From Eaft to Weft his Glories hedifplays : 
And, like the Sun, the Promisd Land furveys. 
Fame runs before him, as the Morning-Star 5 
And fhouts of Joy falute him-from afar: 
Each houfe.receives him as a Guardian God ; 
And Confecrates the Place of hig abode : -- 
~ Buthofpitable Treats did moft commend : 
Wife [fachar, his wealthy WefternFriend. . «: ; 


This moving Court, that caught the PeoplesEyes, ~~ 
And feemd but Pomp, did other Endsdifguife: °° 


Achitophel had form’d it, with intent. oe 
To found the depths, and fathom where it went, 
The Peoples hearts ; diftingnish Friends from Foes ; 


_ And trie their ftrength, before they. came to Blows... : 


Yet all was colour'd witha fmeoth pretence... ~ 
Of fpecious love, andduty to ther Prince. = 
Religion, and Redrefs of Grievances, = =. 
Two names, that always cheat and always pleafe, 


Are often urg’d; and good King David's life... ee | 


Endanger’d by a Brotherand.a Wife.  - 


Thus, in a Pageant Shew, a Plotismade; _. e i, 


And Peaceit felfis War in Mafquerade.- 
Oh foolifh Z/rae/! never warnd by IIf: 


Still the fame Bait, and circurnvented ftul! = . 


Did ever men forfake their prefent eafe, — 

In midft ofhealth imagine.a Difeafe ; oe 4 
Take pains Contingent mnifchiefs to forefee,- ~~ 
Make Heirs for Monarchs, and for God ‘decree? 
What fhall we think! Can People giveaway: 
Both for themfelves and Song, their Native {way ? . 
Then they are left Defencelefs, to the Sword 

Of eachunbounded Arbitrary Gord: 


And 
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And Lawsare vain, by which we Right enjoy,’ ae | | 


If Kings unqueftion’d canthofe Laws deftroy.. . |” 

Yet, it the Croud be Jadge of Fit and Juft, “ 
And Kings are onely Officers in Truft, 

- Then this refuming Cov’nant was declar’d ~ 

_ When Kings were made, or is for everbar’d: | 

If thofe who gave the Scepter, coud not tie 

' By their own Deed their own Pofterity, 

How then coud Adam bind his future Race ? 

How coud his Forfeit on Mankind take place? 

Or how coud heavenly Juftice damn us all, — 

Whone’r confented to our FathersFall >. a 

Then Kings are Slaves tothofewhom theycommand, 

And Tenants to their Peoples pleafure ftand. _ 

Add, that the Pow’r for Property allow’d, 

Is mifchievoufly feated in theCroud: 

For who can be fecure of private Right, se 

If Sovereign Sway may be diffolv’d by Might? °° 

Nor isthe Peoples Judgment alwaystrue: == 

The Moft may err as-grofly as the Few. ee ee 

And faultlefs Kings run down, by Common Cyy, |. 

For Vice, Oppreffion and-for Tyranny.°. 1. 7 

What Standard isthere in aficklerout,  ~- ~~ 

Which, flowing to the Mark, runs fafter out? 

Nor onely Crouds, but Sanhedrins may be 

Infected withthis publick Lunacy: | 

And Share the mfdnefs of RebelliousTimes, © , | 

To Murther Monarchsfor Imagin’d crimes; = 

If they may Give and Take when e’r they pleafe,. 

Not Kingsalone, (the Godheads Images,) i 

But Government it felfat lengthmuft- fall. 

To Natures ftate, whereallhaveRighttoall.. © 9 

Yet, grant our Lords.the People Kings can make,. = - 
What prudent mena fetled Throne woudfhake?. 

For whatfoer their Sufferings were before, 

That Change they Covet makes them fuffer more. © 
All other Errors butdifturba State; = 

But Innovation is the Blow of Fate. _ 

- Jf ancient Fabricks nod, and threat to falf, — - 

To Patch theFlaws,and Buttrefs up the Wall, 
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Thus far’tis Duty ; but here. fix the Mark: 
For all beyond itis fo touch our Ark. : 
To change Foundations, ca{t the Frame anew, 
Is work tor Rebels who bafe Ends purfue : 
At once Divine and Humane Laws controul; — 
And mend the Parts by ruine of the Whole. 
The tamp’ring World is fubject to this Curfe, 
ToPhyfick their Difeafe into a Worfe. * 


Now what Relief can Righteous David bring? 
How Fatal ’tisto be too good a King ! 
Friends he has few, fo high the madnefs grows ; 
Who dare be fuch, muft be the Peoples Foes : - 
Yet fomethere were, ev'n inthe worft of days; 
Some let me name, and Naming is to praife. = 


In this fhort File BarziMaz firftappears; 
Barzi#ai crown’d with Honour and with Years: 
Long fince, the rifing Rebels he withftood es 
In Regions Wafte, beyond the Fordans Flood: 
Unfortunately Brave to buoy the State; 

But finking underneath his Mafter’sFate: 
In Exile with his God-like Prince he mourn’d: | 
For him he Suffer’d, and with him Return’d. ~ 
The Court he praétis’d, not the Courtier’s Art: © 
Large was his Wealth, but larger was his Heart: 
Which, well the Nobleft Objects knew to chufe, 
The Fighting Warriour, andRecordingMufe. _ 
His Bed coud once a Fruitful Iffue boaft; 

Now more than half a Father's Name is loft. ~ 
His Eldeft Hope, with every Grace adorn’d, 

By me (fo Heav'n will have it) always Mourn’d, 


And always honour'd, fnatch'd in Manhoods prime . _ 


B’ unequal Fates, and Providences crime: 

Yet not before the Goal of Honour won, ' : 
All Parts fulfill’d of Subje&t and of Son; ‘ 

. Swift wasthe Race, but fhort the Time to run. 

Oh Narrow Circle, but of Pow’r Divine, | 
Scanted in Space, but perfect in thy Line! 


et tT Ne, eee ee oe ee Pee Re eee eee UF 


‘ 3 [2 3] . 
By Sea, by Land, thy matchlefs Worth was known; 
Arms thy Delight,and War wasallthy Own: :— - 


Thy force, infus‘d, the fainting Zyréans prop'd: ; . 


Andhaughty Pharaoh found his Fortune ttopd.- 
~ Oh Ancient Honour, Oh unconquer’d Hand, _ 
- Whom Foes unpunifh’d never coud withftand! 
But J/rael was unworthy: of hisName : 
_ Short is the date ofall Immoderate Fame. 
It looksas Heav'n our Ruine had defign’d, _ 
And durft not truft thy Fortune and thy Mind. 
Now, free from Earth, thy difencumbred Souk ‘- - 


Mounts up, and leaves behind the Clouds and Starry Pole: - 


From thence thy kindred Legions maift thou bring, — 


- Toaid the Guardian Angelof thy King. - 


Hereftop my Mufe, here ceafe thy painful flight _ 


No Pinions can purfue Immortal height : 

Tell good Barzz#ai thou canft fing nomore, 
And tell thy Soul fhe fhould have fled before; 
Or fled the with his life, and left this Verfe' 
To hang on her departed Patron’s Herfe2 


Nowtakethy fteepy flight from Heav’n, andfee. . 


If thou canft find on Earth another He; 
Another He would be too hard to find, — 7 
See then whom thou canft fee not far behind. * 


' Zadoc the Prieft, whom, fhunning Pow’r and Place, _ 


His lowly mind advane'd to David's Grace : 
With him the Sagan of Feru/falem, 
Of hofpitable Soul, and noble Stem; °_ 


Him of the Weftern dome, whofe weighty fenfe- | 


Flows infit words and heavenly eloquence. - 
The Prophets Sons by fuch Exampk led, 

To Learning and to Loyalty were bred: 

For Coeges on bounteous Kings depend; 

And never Rebel was to ArtsaFriend. — 
Tothefefueceed the Pillars ofthe Laws; 
Who beft coud plead, and beft can judge a Caufe:. 
Next them atrain of Loyal Peers afcend, 

Sharp judging Adriel, the Mufes Friend, 
Himfelfa Mufe : ——In Sanhedrins debate: 


True to his Prince; but notaSlaveof State 8” 


. Whom : 
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“Whom David's love with Honoursdid adorn, 
That from his difobedient Son were torn... - 
Fotham of piercing Wit and pregnant Thought: 
_ Endew’d by Nature, and by Learning taught 
Tomove Affemblies, who but onely tr’d —- 
The worfe awhile,then chofe the better fide; 
Nor chofe alone, but turnd the Balance: too ;. 
So much the weight of one braveman can do. 
Hufbai the Friend of David indiftref, | 
In publick ftorms of manly ftedfaftnefs; 

By Foreign Treaties he informed his Youth ; 
And joind Experience tq his Native Truth. 
His frugal care fuppli’d the wanting Thrones: 
Frugal for that, but bounteous of hisown: — - 
*Tis eafie Condué& when Exchequers flow; 
But hard the task to manage well the low:: 
For Sovereign. Power is too depreft or high, 


When Kings are foredto fell, or Crouds tobuy. a 


Indulge one labour more, my: weary’ Mufe, 

For Amiel; who can Amiel’s praife refyfer 
Of ancient raceby birth, but nobler yet 

In hisown worth, and without Title great : 

The Sanhedrin long time as Chief he nufd, 
Their Reafon guided; and their Paffion coold ;: 
So dextrous was he in the Crown’s defence, —- 
So form’d to fpeak a Loyal Nations Senfé, 
That astheir Band was J/rae/s Tribes in fmall, 
So fit was he to reprefent them all. 

Now rather Charioteerstlie Seat afcend, . 
Whofe loofe Carriers his-fteady Skill commend : 
They, like th'unequal Ruler of the Day, _- 
Mifguide the Seafons, and miftakethe Way ;. 
While he withdrawnat their mad Labour fmiles, 
And fafe enjoys the Sabbath of his Toul, - 


Thefe were the chief; - {mall. but faithful nt 


Of Worthies, in the Breach who dar’d to ftand, 
And tempt th'united Fury of the Land. SS 
‘With grief they view'd fuch powerful Engines bent, 
To batter down the JawfulGovernment. — | 
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A numerous Faction with pretended frights,....+. . 
In Sanhedrins to plumethe Regal Rights. = 
The true Succeffor from the Court removwd : 
The Plot, by hireling Witnefles improv’d. 
Thefe Ills they faw, and astheir Duty bound, 
They fhew'd the King the danger of the Wound : 


That no Conceffions trom the Throne woud pleafe: =. ,- | 


But Lenitivesfomented the Difeafe: - 
That Abfalom, ambitious of the Crown, 
Was made the Lure to draw the People down: 


That falfe Achztephel’s pernitious Hate, gel om e. tie 


Had turn’d the Plot to ruiné Church and State: _ 
The Council violent, the Rabble worfe: 
That Shimei taught Ferufalem to Curfe. . , 


With all thefe loads of Injuries oppreft, 
And long revolving in his careful Breaft, | | 
Th event of things; at aft his patience tyr'd, | 


Thus from his Royal Throne, by Heav’n infpir'd, - 25” ae 


The God-like Dapid {poke ; with awful fear a 


. His Train their Maker intheir Mafterhear. - | * ” 


" Thus long have I by Native Mercy fway'd,., oe Cr. 
My Wrongs diflemb!'d, my Revenge delay'd : mie eee = 


So willing to forgiveth Offending Ape;. © 
So much the Father did the King affwage.” 
But now fo far my Clemency they flight, | | 


49 e a ek ee e ; ee Oe ee tig i? 
Th Offenders queftion my. Forgiving Right, ° 0 a 


' That one was made for many, they contend :° °°’ 
- But ’tisto Rule, for that’s a Monarch’sEnd.) , * 
They call my tendernefs of Blood, my Fear: ” 


Though Manly tempers can the longeft bear. 7 


Yet, fince they willdivert my Native courfe, 
Tis timeto fhew I am notGood by Force.” = 
Thofe heap'd Affronts that haughty Subjects bring, 

Are burthens for a Camel, not a King : a 
Kingsare the publick Pillars of the State, 

. Born to fuftain and prop the Nations weight: 

If my young Samp/qy willpretend a Call. _ 

To fhake the Column, let him fharethe ie 


Bit’ 
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But ohthat yet he woad repent and live! - 

How eafie’tis for Parentsto forgive! : 

With how few Tearsa Pardon might be won 
From Nature, pleading for a Darling Son! | : 
Poor piticd ae my Pdterrial cate, | 
Raisd up to all the Height his Frame coud bear : 

Had God ordain’é his Fate for Empire bern, 

He woud have giv’n his Soul another turn: | 

Gull’d with a Patriot’s name, whofe Modern fénfe 

Is one that woudby Law fupplant his Prince: 

The Peoples Brave, the Politicians Tool; | oT 
Never was Patriot yet, but’ was'4 Fadl. — 

~ Whence comesit that Religion atid the Laws 

Should more be Ad/alom’s thatt David's Caufer 

His old Inftructor, er he loft his Place, » 4 

Was neverthought indu'd with fo rhnuch Grice. | 
Good Heav'tis, how Faétion ¢an.a Patriot Paint! 
My Rebel ever proves'tny Peoples Sainte: = 5 
Woud Zhey impoft ‘dh: Heir upon the Throne 2? 

Let Sanhedrins be taught to givé thelr Own. 

A King’s at leaft a part of Governthent ; 

And mine as requifite as their.Confent: . _- 

Without my leave a futtiteKing tochoolt, |; 


Infersa Right the prefefitto Depofé:. =~ 

True, they Petition me t’ approve their Choice: - 
But Efav'sHands fuit ill with Facod’s Voice. 

My Pious Subjectsfor my Safetypray, 
Which to Secure they.také my Pow'r away. 
From Plots and Treafons Hedv'n preferve my Years, 
But fave me moft from my Petitioners. ° 7 
Unfatiate as the barren’ Womb or Grave; 

God cannot Grant fo much as they can Crave. 
What thenis left but witha Jealous Eye ~ ) 
To guard the Small remains of Royalty ? 
The Law fhall ftill direct my peacefulSway, | 
‘Andthe fame Law teach Rebels to obey: 
. Votes fhall no more Eftablifh’'d Pow’ controul, 
Such Votes as make a Part exceed the Whole: 

No groundlefs Clamours fhall my Friends remove, 
Nor Crouds have pow'r to Punith e'r they Prove: 


For 


| | (27] 
For Gods, and Godlike Kings their Care exprefs, 
Still todefend their Servants in diftrefs. . 
Oh that my Pow’r to Saving were confin’d : 
Why am I forc'd, like Heav’n, againft my mind, 
_ Tomake Examples of another Kind? | 
Mutt I at length the Sword of Juftice draw? 
Oli curft Effects of neceflary Law! | 
How ill my Fear they by my Mercy {can, 
Beware the Fury ofa Patient Man.. 
Law they require, let Law then fhew her Face ; 
They could not be content to look on Grace, 
Her hinder parts, but witha daring Eye 
To tempt the terror of her Front, and Die. 
By their own Arts ’tis Righteoufly decreed, 
Thofe dire Artificers of Death fhall bleed. 
' Againft themfelves their Witnefles will Swear, 
Till Viper-liketheir Mother Plot theytear: 
And fuck for Nutriment that bloudy gore 
Which was their Principle of Life betore. 
Their Be/zal with their Belzebud will fight ; 
Thuson my Foes, my Foes fhall do me Right: 
Nor doubt th’ event : for Factious crouds engage 
In their firft Onfet, all their Brutal Rage ; 
Then, let ‘em takean unrefifted Courfe : | ~ 
Retire and Traverfe, and Delude their Force : : 
But when they ftand all Breathlefs, urge the fight, 
And rife upon’em with redoubled might: 
For Lawful Pow’r is ftill Superiour found, 
When long driv’nback, at length it ftands the ground. 


_  Hefaid. Th Almighty, nodding, gave Confent; 
And Peals of Thunder fhook the Firmament. 
Henceforth a Series of new time began , 

The mighty Years in Jong Proceffion ran: 

Once more the God-like David was Reftor’d,; 

And willing Nations knew their Lawful Lord. . 
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